When Ptolemy I. established the "Museum of Alexandria, about B.C. 300, he made that city the centre of Greek science, including medicine, a position which it maintained for nearly a thousand years, so that, even in the fourth century A.D., to have studied at Alexandria was a sufficient recommendation for a young physician in any part of the Roman Empire.
young physician in any part of the Roman Empire.
The earliest members of the school, Herophilus and Erasistratus, were among the greatest it produced, and they carried the science of human anatomy to the highest point then attainable. There are, indeed, traces of this study in older times, but these may safely be dismissed in the language which Thucydides applies to the deeds of the earlier Greeks, " Little is known of them, but they were probably no great things." Nor is it necessary to revive the discussions, dating, perhaps, from classical times, as to which particular discoveries are to be attributed to each of the great anatomists. Both investigated the nervous system, traced the origin of the nerve trunks to the brain and spinal cord, and distinguished sensory and motor branches, though they perhaps sometimes mistook tendons for the latter. Both described the coverings of the brain, and Herophilus traced the sinuses of the "dura mater" to their meeting point, which is still known by the name he gave it, the " wine press," or " torcular " Herophili. He 
